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Should Milford Gamble on a Casino? 

Connecticut Study Concludes  
Crime Does Go UP in Casino Communities  

Casino Incidents and Crime Include More Than Purse Snatching 
 

In 2009 the Spectrum Gaming Group, an independent research 
organization, prepared an exhaustive study for the State of Connecticut 
titled “Gambling in Connecticut: Analyzing the Economic and Social 
Impacts.” The core purpose of this report was to outline the impacts of 
all forms of legalized gambling on the citizens of Connecticut. Of 
particular interest were the casino-related impacts to communities within 
a 10-mile radius of both Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun.  

“By any measure, [the negative effects sustained by the towns close to the casinos]  
are significant and include a dramatic increase in highway traffic  

and a rise in driving-while-intoxicated arrests.” (page 254) 

Automobile accidents have increased: 

 Norwich, the largest municipality in the region, is located within eight miles of both casinos and has 
experienced a 27% increase in motor vehicle accidents from 1991 to 2004.  

 Three casino workers walking to Mohegan Sun have been killed in car accidents, the last of which was 
a hit and run that occurred in 2008. The motorist was charged in early 2009 with manslaughter. 
Mohegan Sun has spent $2 million to erect sidewalks and install lighting along a portion of Route 32 to 
cut down on the accidents. 

The number of DUIs has increased: 

 DUI arrests have more than doubled in Norwich since 1992.  

 Roughly 20% of the motorists in Montville, Ledyard, and North Stonington arrested for DUI 
acknowledged to police that their last drink was at a casino. One such motorist was charged with 
manslaughter in March 2009 for allegedly causing a fatal accident by driving the wrong way. 

Embezzlements have skyrocketed: 
The FBI defines embezzlement as the misappropriation or misapplication of money or property entrusted 
to one’s care, custody, or control.  

 State and federal law enforcement officials made 43 embezzlement arrests in 1992, the year the first 
Indian casino opened. In 2007, the number increased to 214. Much of the stolen money is used to 
feed a gambling habit at the two Indian casinos. 

 No other state that reported 40 or more embezzlements in 1992 has had a higher percentage increase 
than Connecticut. The percentage increase in Connecticut from 1992 to 2007 is nearly 400%; nearly 
10 times the national average.   

 Embezzlers often face stiff prison terms, ruining their lives and their families’ lives. The businesses 
they leave behind often go bankrupt. Superior Court Judge Susan Handy has noted the template for 
defendants: Female, middle-aged and older, who, up until now, had lived an exemplary life. 

Escort and stripper services are widely available: 

 Although the Spectrum Report does not address prostitution, a quick Internet search reveals 
numerous “opportunities” for those seeking a “Foxwoods casino escort.” 


